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O
ur 36th year of building in Collier County brought a welcome respite from the many struggles that our 

community endured through the recession. With the last of our foreclosure/rehab initiative completed, 

we have returned to new construction in both Naples and Immokalee. The good news of economic 

stabilization means that more low-wage jobs are being filled in our service industry, which has a two-pronged 
effect on this affiliate. While we are seeing applicant and homeowner wages creeping back up, we are also 
seeing more families come to inquire about their chances of becoming partner families. This increase in 

inquiries is compounded by the escalating housing market and reduction in inventory of affordable homes 

and rental units. All of this makes our task of building to meet the need for safe, decent and affordable shelter 

even more urgent. 

As we consider the lessons of the recession, we have opened an Endowment Fund at the Community 

Foundation. While building today is critically important, we also know that preparing for the future is essential. 

In the past year, several estate gifts were received from faithful donors who had the vision to continue building 

beyond their lifetime. These legacy gifts, along with annual donations and with the income stream from the 

nearly 1,400 families who make their mortgage payments monthly, provided the resources to build the 

1,700th house in Collier County. As Simone Hatch and her family purchased this milestone home, Juan and 

Maria Ramirez joined 15 other families who made their final payment and now, along with nearly 300 others, 
own their homes free and clear.

Once again, as we review the year and look to the future, there is much to celebrate and much more to be 

done. On behalf of the 101 families who built and purchased their homes between July 1, 2013 and June 

30, 2014, we are deeply grateful for your continued support. On the foundations of vision, generosity and 

determination we are building stability, hope and success. We are all Habitat for Humanity. 

Yours in Partnership,

Sam Durso, M.D. Nick Kouloheras Rev. Lisa Lefkow

President and CEO Executive Vice-President Executive Vice-President 
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Our Vision  
A world where everyone has a decent place to live.

Our Mission  
Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings people together  

to build homes, communities and hope.

We Are All Habitat
Need, sacrifice, a yearning for a better life. 

That’s how the stories start.

Volunteers, donors, partners, all giving to help.

That’s how the stories take shape.

Our neighbors, our communities, our homes.

That’s how the stories end in success.

Our neighbors may be third-generation Collier County families or they may have just arrived from other lands. 

Some may have grown up hanging out at Coastland Center mall or starring on local high school football fields. 
Others may have spent their childhoods, after escaping a homeland laced with violence, drugs and death, living 

in a rusted, roach-laden trailer in the poorest part of Immokalee, just trying to survive.

Our Collier County community is truly a paradise. It also is a place where the need for affordable housing is not 

only necessary, it is critical. We are fortunate because this is truly a giving community, a helping community, a 

community that reaches out.

These families, our neighbors, are building futures, with help from generous, caring community members who give 

of their time, their talents and their treasure. 

The Habitat for Humanity of Collier County story is one filled with tears and sadness and smiles and laughter. 
These pages are filled with hope.

You will meet the givers and volunteers who help mold the success stories. You will encounter families who have 

sacrificed, scraped and succeeded to build not only a house, but a home to call their own. You will see their faces 
filled with pride and read their heartfelt words of gratitude that come from deep within their souls. Your heart will 
open up to them. 

We are all Habitat for Humanity.
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Habitat is Dreams
I

n fiscal year 2014, few partner families had stories 
as memorable and powerful as that of the Rodriguez 

family. For Gloria, David and their four young 

children, their home was far from a dream, but rather 

a nightmare. Bugs of every variety, including a brown 

recluse spider, and snakes were among the unwanted 

visitors that took up residence in their unit. Past 

hurricanes had caused extensive damage allowing 

mold to invade, worsening the asthma of one of their 

sons. The family even had to stop using one of the 

rooms, making the space even more crowded. 

“It was very sad,’’ Gloria said. “The place was falling 

apart. Every day, something was breaking. We were 

worried that it would fall apart on us.” 

As if their living conditions were not enough strain and 

stress on their family, suddenly they had a new hurdle 

to overcome. After a botched surgical procedure, 

David lost the sight in both of his eyes. No longer able 

to work, he feared that he would be unable to take 

care of his family. 

Since moving into their new Habitat home at Faith 

Landing in Immokalee, life has already begun to 

change for the Rodriguez family. David has received 

training to help him adapt to life without sight and 

he is excited to be working again. Their three children 

are doing better in school and planning on college 

educations. In addition, their health has improved while 

the anxiety level for their entire family has dropped. 

“It’s just so much better. We’re so much happier. I don’t know if it’s 
being at peace or what. But it’s wonderful… like a dream.’’
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101 families purchased Habitat homes in fiscal year 2014.
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114
hours per week that a Collier resident earning $7.93 per hour  
has to work to afford the average rent of $1,049.
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Habitat is Hope
S

ara Griff’s eyes fill with tears as she talks about 
her 5-year-old daughter, Haven and 8-year-

old son, Manny. She quietly reveals one of the 

reasons she needs a home, the one closest to her 

heart. “I never hear her call this home,’’ she says. “She 

calls it ‘the apartment.’ I want her to have a home; 

a place where she can paint her bedroom pink and 

lavender and cover the walls with pictures of butterflies 
just like she talks about.” Currently, brother and sister 

share one tiny bedroom which also serves as storage.

Most urgent is the need to move Haven, who has a 

heart condition which affects her left ventricle and 

lung, into a healthy, safe place. By age 2, Haven 

had already undergone three cardiac surgeries and 

she is facing yet another hospitalization in the next 

six months. The move into a Habitat home could 

potentially save her life. 

Despite the Griff’s sacrifices and determination, home 
right now is a cramped dark, two-bedroom apartment 

in Golden Gate City, where space is at a minimum, but 

hope is at a premium. From unreliable air conditioning 

to mold growing in the bathroom, Sara and Douglas 

know a move to a new Habitat home will help keep 

their daughter healthy. 

Douglas’ work laying asphalt on roads and digging 

out lakes had brought him to Habitat communities 

throughout Collier County so he and his wife knew 

Habitat was their only route to afford a home. Sara 

handled the paperwork and within 24 hours she had 

it all back to a Habitat counselor.

Manny, who has big plans to play in the NFL or maybe 

be an architect after a successful four years at the 

University of Miami, is happy he can help the family 

achieve their dream. He saves every test paper he 

gets back at school, all of them adorned with an A. 

Good report cards add up to Habitat sweat equity 

hours, a way he can help his parents build the house. 

“I’m pretty smart,’’ he says, smiling.”I’ll be able to help 

a lot.”

“I want her to have a home; a place where she can paint her bedroom pink and 
lavender and cover the walls with pictures of butterflies just like she talks about.”
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Habitat is Opportunity
S

imone Hatch photographed the doors going in, 

the sod going down. She imagined what would 

go into the kitchen cabinets. She even measured 

the rooms to make sure her furniture fit. Then one day, 
Simone Hatch stood inside her just-installed shower 

stall. That was the moment. “I felt like I was home,’’ 

she laughed. “It was a reality.”

Simone, 39, who lives in Regal Acres, one of the 

Habitat for Humanity of Collier County developments 

in East Naples, became the 1,700th homeowner earlier 

this year. For her and her three children, their home 

means more than a number. It means self-reliance. It 

means a stable future for all of them.

They had been living in a rundown rental that she 

feared wouldn’t survive a hurricane or a strong 

storm. “There’s so much of the unknown when you’re 

renting,” she explained.

Simone heard about Habitat through her work at the 

Marriott on Marco Island. Several of her co-workers 

live in Habitat communities. She asked questions, 

visited one co-worker’s home and even volunteered 

at a build site. Simone came away with the idea that 

she could build a better life for her kids, Casey, 15, 

Isabella, 9 and Evan, 7. 

After completing the application process and being 

approved by the Habitat selection committee, Simone 

cried when she heard the news she had been waiting 

to hear. “It was a great feeling.”

Her sweat equity began with painting and laying tile 

at other homes in Regal Acres until finally she could 
work on her own house. She met her future neighbors, 

working side-by-side at the sites. “I just knew the 

neighborhood would be a perfect fit for us,’’ she said. 
“There are children for my kids to play with and it’s a 

real community with neighbors I can talk to. You can 

come home and feel like you can relax.”

Isabella, who attends Manatee Elementary with 

her brother, is busy making new friends in the 

neighborhood and decorating her bedroom. Evan, 

who has struggled with a number of health issues, is 

happy to have a place to read his books and study.

Casey is considering colleges, from Duke to Florida 

State to FGCU. She says the move improved her 

grades. “I saw it as a new start for me, too,’’ she said. 

“I started doing more extra work. I was going to the 

library and getting my work done.”

Simone is now training to be an emergency dispatcher 

for the Collier County Sheriff’s Office. That job will 
bring a wider range of security and give her a chance 

to save money for her kids’ educations and well-being.

“This is truly the start of a whole new life for us and I 

am so grateful to everyone involved with Habitat who 

helped to give my family this opportunity. All I can say 

is thank you, thank you, thank you.”

“This is truly the start of a whole new life for us...  
All I can say is thank you, thank you, thank you.” 
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1,700 families in Collier County own Habitat homes.
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100%
of donor dollars goes towards building homes  
and serving families
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Habitat is Generosity
D

on Anderson knows the feeling of real 

appreciation. He has seen it in the faces of the 

families whose homes he has helped to build. 

He also knows the feeling of real generosity. He has 

been sharing his resources with Habitat for Humanity 

of Collier County since 1986 when some friends from 

church brought him along to a Habitat build site in 

Immokalee where he first pounded nails on a Habitat 
home. From that moment on, Don was hooked and 

that passion has grown and lasted for decades. 

“It’s all about investing in people’s futures,” Don said. 

Having funded the homes of more than 30 families, 

Don and his late wife Marilyn saw the value of Habitat 

families investing their own “sweat equity” as it 

fostered ownership and responsibility. “You’ll treat it 

right because it’s yours,” he said. 

Don’s involvement goes far beyond writing a check. 

He and Marilyn loved attending home dedications, 

wishing the new homeowners and their families 

well and giving them all a warm hug. At 93, Don still 

attends each dedication, taking the time to visit with 

each child. His own family was a priority and after 

raising two children of their own, Don and Marilyn 

adopted three more. 

Don talks about Habitat whenever he can, still inviting 

others to join him in the mission. Helping to build 

homes, meeting that most basic of human needs, 

and building the hope among those whose need is 

so great…these are the things that Don recalls as his 

greatest achievements. 

“This is what it’s all about, helping others. It really is 

what life is all about.” 

“This is what it’s all about, helping others. 
It really is what life is all about.”

Ways to Give:

• Annual Contribution

• Monthly Donation or 
Electronic Fund Transfer

• Stock Transfer

• Home Store Donation 

• Memorial or Honorary 
Gifts 

• Donation of Land

• Endowment Giving 

• Bequest in Will*

• Charitable Lead Trust*

• Charitable Remainder 
Trust*

*Donors making estate gifts to Habitat 

for Humanity of Collier County will be 

recognized as Legacy Builders. If you 

have already included Habitat as part of 

your estate plans but have not notified 
the development office, please call  
239-775-0036.

Habitat for Humanity 

of Collier County 

Charity Navigator, the 
nation’s largest and most-

utilized evaluator of charities, 
rated Habitat for Humanity 

of Collier County the highest 
ranked charity in the nation 
for Community and Housing 

Development.
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Habitat is Kindness
C

overed in paint, fighting off the sun’s heat but filled with enthusiasm, volunteers are the heart, soul and 
strength of Habitat for Humanity. Some are retired executives while others are students eager for the future 

that lies ahead. From all walks of life they come together to fulfill one mission: to provide safe and decent 
shelter to our neighbors in need.

No special skills are required, only the desire to help. While not looking for anything in return, volunteers often 

find immeasurable rewards. The benefits come through moments spent witnessing the determination of Habitat 
partner families, making new friends and pride in knowing they have forever changed lives.

Whether it is building homes alongside future homeowners on the jobsite, arranging furniture in the Habitat 

Home Store or teaching lifelong skills in a training class there truly is a volunteer job for everyone! As always, we 

remain deeply grateful for those who bless us with their gifts of time and talent. 

“I think our greatest achievement is 
not the houses we’ve built, but the 
homes. We’ve helped individuals 

become part of the American 
experience with pride in what they’ve 

accomplished. Their families have 
been given the opportunity to be 

educated and to improve their lives.”
-Rich Kumicich

Volunteer, Naples 
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30,000 volunteer hours valued at more than $600,000  
were contributed in fiscal year 2014.

Ways to Volunteer:

• Construction 

• Family Selection 

• English Language Tutor 

• Family Support 

• Budgeting Mentor

• Congregational Liaison 

• Speaker’s Bureau 

• Newsletter Team 

• Habitat Home Store

HABITAT HOME STORE

Monday - Friday 
10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Saturday 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

• We accept gently used furniture  

• Construction items for sale  

• Tax deductible contributions 

Located next door to our office at

11127 Tamiami Trail East, 

Naples, FL 34113

Call 239-732-6388 For A 

Free Pick-Up



2014 Annual Report Office 239-775-0036 • Fax 239-775-0477 Make a Donation www.HabitatCollier.org 14

S
ta

b
il

it
y

16%
higher math scores and 8% higher reading scores for children 
living in Habitat homes in the Naples area.
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Habitat is Stability
When you fund and build Habitat for Humanity homes, the greatest impact is on the next generation. For many 

years, we have shared the stories of children excelling in school after moving into their Habitat homes. Visits 

to homes during dedications reveal showcases of awards, trophies and framed certificates. This year, in a 
partnership with Collier County School District and Florida Gulf Coast University, Habitat was able to measure the 

difference that is made by the homes so generously built by donors and volunteers. 

Based on FCAT testing before and after moving into their Habitat homes, children’s scores improved 8 

percent in reading and 16 percent in math. For children who have lived in a Habitat home their entire school 

careers, test scores were even higher. 

When families struggle with inadequate, unsafe and overcrowded conditions, children suffer. A home provides a 

foundation and the stability that allows children to focus on their studies. Year after year, we celebrate the many 

children from Habitat homes who are pursuing their dreams at colleges and universities throughout the country. 

Here are just a few of our students to keep in your thoughts and prayers:

Stanley Pascal & Williamson George 
SW Baptist Univ. & Miami Dade College 

Nursing & International Business

Mackenzie & Mackenro Alexander 
Clemson & Auburn University 

 PRTM Management & Education

Patricia Correa 
Syracuse University 

Pre-Law

Yanely Vazquez 
University of South Florida 
Doctor of Anesthesiology

Myrlande Charelus 
Howard University 

Masters in Broadcast Journalism

Alexis Stephenson 
Florida State University 

Nursing
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Corporate Partners ($50,000 & up)

 

Group Builders ($50,000 & up)

Collier’s Reserve Country Club Members 

Grey Oaks Country Club Members

Congregational Partners ($50,000 & up)

Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

Marco Lutheran Church 

Naples United Church of Christ

North Naples United Methodist Church 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

St. William Catholic Church 

Trinity-by-the-Cove Episcopal Church

United Church of Marco Island

Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church

Wesley United Methodist Church

Community Partners ($500 - $49,999.99)

ACI Worldwide

Arthrex, Inc.

Bruce Hendry Insurance

CNL Bank

Community Congregational United Church

Community Foundation of Collier County

Daudert Plumbing, Inc

Devoe Automotive Group

Dex Imaging, Inc.

EverBank

FAITH House Builders 

First National Bank of the Gulf Coast

First Presbyterian Church of Naples

Florida Community Bank

Franco’s Cooling and Heating Corp

Glenna Froelich, Stock Realty, P.A. 

Greater Naples Leadership, Inc.

Health Management Associates Foundation 

Homeownership For All, Inc.

HOPE House Builders

Huntington Bank

IBM Employee Services Center

Island Country Club Charitable Foundation 

Johnson Engineering, Inc.

Kiwanis Club of Marco Island

Knights of Columbus - San Marco Catholic Church 

League Club, Inc.

Longshore Lake Women’s Club

Marco Island Marriott Beach Resort, Golf Club & Spa

Marco Island Shell Sale 

Marco Presbyterian Church 

Moorings Park

Moorings Presbyterian Church

Mutual of Omaha Bank

Naples Daily News

Naples Garden Club, Inc.

Northern Trust Bank

Parker Hannifin Corporation
Professional Givers Anonymous

Physicians Regional Medical Center

Porter Wright

Raymond James Financial

Right At Home, LLC

Rotary Club of Marco Island

St. John’s Episcopal Church

St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church 

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church

Habitat is Community
Each year thoughtful donors like you express their faith in the work of Habitat for Humanity of Collier County through generous charitable giving. Your donations are one 

of our largest revenue sources and we are tremendously grateful for your support. Our commitment is to remain the best stewards of those funds and also to protect 

your privacy. Therefore, Habitat for Humanity of Collier County does not print the names of our individual donors. Below are listed our partners in the community who 

continue to make affordable housing a priority:
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St. Monica’s Episcopal Church

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church

Traditions Classic Home Furnishings

Wells Fargo

Mortgage Purchase Partners 

Florida Community Bank 

Community Contribution 
Tax Credit Program Partners 

Adams Foods Inc. - McDonald’s

Arthrex

Audubon Country Club 

Bear’s Paw Country Club 

Clothes Mentor Naples

Club at Mediterra

Club at Pelican Bay 

Collier’s Reserve Country Club

Country Club of Naples

Eagle Creek Golf & County Club

Fox Fire Country Club 

Grey Oaks Country Club 

Island Country Club 

Kensington Golf & Country Club 

Lely Development Corporation / Greenlinks

Naples Beach Hotel and Golf Club 

Naples Heritage Golf & Country Club 

Naples Lumber & Supply Co

Office Furniture & Design Concepts 
Pelican Bay Foundation 

Players Club & Spa

Royal Poinciana Golf Club

Stock Development

Stonebridge Country Club 

Traditions Classic Home Furnishings

Turtle Club 

Vanderbilt Country Club 

Vineyards

Windstar on Naples Bay 

Wyndemere Country Club 

Gift-in-Kind Partners 

Cree, Inc.

Custom Water Systems

Dow Chemical Company

Hunter Douglas

Mathes Realty Appraisal 

Mitch’s Cookies 

Mobile Mini

Professional Disposal 

Publix Super Markets

Schneider Electric/Square D Foundation

Valspar Architectural

Whirlpool Corporation

Yale Locks

Collaborative Partnerships

Baby Basics

Boys and Girls Club of Collier County 

Christ Child Society Of Naples

First Book 

Greater Marco Family YMCA

Harry Chapin Food Bank 

Housing Development Corporation of Southwest 
Florida

Legal Aid

Literacy Volunteers of Collier County 

Mass Mutual Insurance

Micro Grants 

Naples Alliance for Children

Neapolitan Chapter of the Embroiders Guild of 
America

Ronald McDonald Care Mobile 
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How Revenues Were Spent

94%  Program Services

4%  Management & General 

2%  Fund Raising

Community Revenue Sources
25%  Individuals & Congregations 

20%  Mortgage Payments

17%  Grants 

16%  Mortgages Sold 

12%  Community Contribution Tax Credit Program 

6%  Home Store Sales

3%  In-Kind Donations 

1%  Misc. Income 

4%4%

2%

94%94%

25%25%

20%20%

17%17%

16%16%

12%12%

6%6%
3%3%

1%

Habitat is Investing for the Future

Thanks to Home Store revenue and homeowner mortgage payments  
100% of donated dollars can be allocated to building homes



Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/Habitat_Collier Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/habitatcollier  2014 Annual Report 19

F
in

a
n

c
ia

ls

First MortgagesFirst Mortgages

Land & 

Improvements

Land & 

Improvements

Pledges

Other

Houses
Under

Construction

Houses
Under

Construction

CashCashEquip.Equip.

Notes PayableNotes Payable

Homeowner

Escrow

Homeowner

Escrow

PayablesPayables

Deposits
on Houses

ASSETS AS OF 6/30/2014

First Mortgages............................$36,496

Land & Improvements .................$22,486

Houses Under Construction ..........$6,135

Property & Equipment ...................$3,873

Cash & Investments ......................$3,529

Pledges Receivable .......................$3,352

Other Assets ..................................... $118

Total Assets................................$75,989

REVENUES 6/30/2014

Revenue from Home Sales ...........$8,030

Contributions .................................$5,681

Grants ............................................$2,668

Pledges..........................................$2,262

Home Store Sales .........................$1,282

Gain on Sales of Mortgages ..........$1,034

Miscellaneous Income ......................$216

Total Revenues ..........................$21,173

LIABILITIES 

Notes Payable ...............................$2,874

Homeowner Escrow ......................$1,277

Payables ...........................................$681

Deposits on Houses ...........................$15

Total Liabilities ...............................$4,847

Net Assets ...................................$71,142

Total Liabilities & Net Assets .......$75,989

EXPENSES 

Program Services ........................$17,431

Management & General ...................$722

Fund Raising ....................................$445

Home Store ......................................$387

Total Expenses ..........................$18,985

Change in Net Assets ..................$2,188

Figures above are represented in thousands. Habitat for Humanity of Collier County financial statements for the year ending June 30, 2014 have been audited by Rogers Wood Hill Starman & Gustason PA CPA.

GrantsGrants

Misc. Income

ContributionsContributions

Home
Sales
Home
Sales

PledgesPledges

Mortgages
Sold

Mortgages
Sold

Home Store

Revenue

Fundraising

Program
Services
Program
Services

Home Store

Management
& General

Habitat is Building a Legacy

O
ne of the most important financial decisions that we 
make is how to invest our resources. For those of you 

who have deemed Habitat for Humanity of Collier 

County worthy of your support, we are deeply grateful. The 

return on your investment is measured in the lives that you 

have changed and the futures that you have enriched with 

opportunity. In addition to these “real time” gifts, many have 

chosen to continue building beyond their lifetime with an 

estate gift. The legacy of these visionaries will have an impact 

for generations to come. Additionally, a gift to the Habitat for 

Humanity Endowment will create a safety net to undergird 

this work in good days and in challenging times.  EVERY gift to 

Habitat for Humanity makes a measureable difference! 

Habitat for Humanity of 

Collier County 

has once again earned a 4-star 
rating for its ability to efficiently 

manage and grow its finances and 
consistently execute its mission in 

a fiscally responsible way.
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